Who's On First 
by Calvin Campbell 





Who's On First is a Square dance gimmick routine. The name is drawn from an Abbott and 
Costello comedy routine. The history can be found here. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Who 
%278_On_First%3F It's about baseball. 


1st Base in the Square is at couple #1 position and 2nd Base is one position counterclockwise 
and so on. On the call "Who's on 1st.", the couple occupyinng 1st base, walks across the set 
and crowds in between the couple occuping 3rd base. Then each dancer does a UTurn Back. 
The rest of the dancers shift one position clockwise or counterclockwise to fill the empty 
positions. 


The caller then asks, "Who's on 2nd Base. The two dancers occupying 2nd Base walk across 
the set and crowd in between the dancers on 4th Base and UTurn Back. Once again, the 
other dancers shift clockwise or counterclockwise to fill the empty spaces. The caller proceeds 
around the bases for six repititions as shown in the graphic below. It takes six loops to resolve 
the set. The graphic shows where every dancer is standing at the end of each loop. 
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Notice that at the end of the "Who's on 3rd", everyone has the opposite dancer as a partner. If 
sets are failing to understand the gimmink, this is a good place to bail out and try again. All 
Half Sashay ... 4 Ladies Chain 


When I've done this routine, | usually have the set do something such as Everyone Forward 
and Back between each loop. This allows all the dancers to recognise what is happening to 
the set. 


If you want to add a little more to the routine, at the end of Who's on 2nd and Who's on 4th, all 
the couples are in normal position. Also the gimmick works starting at any base. Just be sure 
you rotate thru six repetitions. 


